
NEWS FROM THE NEST 
Principal’s eNews for February 17, 2021 
Re: Return to School, In-person learning 
  
Dear Parents/Guardians of In-Person Kindergarten and First Grade Students, 
  
Our staff is making final preparations for the return of your children to school tomorrow morning as you 
prepare to send them for a second ‘first day’.  I am excited to have children regularly in the 
building!  And I hope that they are as well! 
  
In the hope of being helpful, I put together a few tips and reminders for parents to consider as they get 
ready for tomorrow.  So here goes: 
  
TIP #1-ATTESTATION FORMS 
Make sure your child has their backpack ready to go, especially their safety pouch with the Attestation 
Form inside. If you weren’t able to pick up their pouch or attestation forms, these will be provided to 
your child on the first day of class.  For tomorrow, you can download and print a form (third page) at the 
following 
link: https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1612834253/lwsdorg/bdoxmkuxsr9hcke9fyba/StudentAtte
stationFlowChartandForm.pdf. 
  
TIP #2-TAKE A TOUR 
Stop by the school to get a look at some of the areas that they will need to walk and wait. 
Walking to the bus stop where they will be picked up.  Walking our entry line at the front of the school 
(and practicing social distancing). Finding our lineup area and standing on  the white marks.  Knowing 
where parents are allowed to stand.  Seeing the parent reunion area.  While we can’t provide access 
inside the school, we have already seen parents stop by with their child to show them these new 
landmarks. 
  
TIP #3-PRACTICE GETTING IN AND OUT OF THE CAR 
The most dangerous place in the parking lot is between vehicles, so children need to enter and exit from 
the passenger side of the car.  The process of buckling/unbuckling as well as opening and closing the 
door can be difficult, so a little practice goes a long way. 
  
TIP #4-SNACK PREPPING 
Lots of snacks include packaging that is difficult for small children to open.  As adults will not be able to 
help, doing a little prep can limit a child’s frustration.  Transferring a snack to an easy-to-open bag, or 
‘snipping’ a package to make it easy to tear open are a couple of ideas.  Snacks must be in disposable 
packaging as they will be going immediately to recess after. 
  
REMINDER #1-PARENT AREAS 
Parents are allowed to stand in line with their child at the front of the school as long as you wear a CDC 
approved mask and maintain six feet of distance from other children/parents.  Parents are not allowed 
past the student entry doors or in the student lineup area.  Parents are welcome to stand outside of the 
area where we will be doing temperature checks and further evaluation.  Children cannot leave this area 
prior to entering the school. 
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REMINDER #2-IF A CHILD ARRIVES LATE TO SCHOOL 
Once we have completed our movement of children to the back of the school, our Student Entry doors 
will be closed.  If your child arrives late, please walk your child to the front entrance and use the 
intercom system (gray box to the right of the front doors) to buzz our office.  A member of our office 
staff will check for attestation and complete a temperature check prior to admitting your child to the 
building.  Your child will be escorted to their classroom.  We ask that parents be present as we are not 
able to admit children to the building without proper attestation. 
  
TIP #5-A GOOD MEAL AND A GOOD NIGHT’S REST 
Even if it is only three-and-a-half hours, it is something new.  Having plenty of energy and being well-fed 
will help them get through their day. 
  
TIP #6-YOU DESERVE A BREAK TODAY 
While it might not be possible as you have other responsibilities to tend to, don’t forget to treat yourself 
on this first day of in-person school.  For some, it will be a nice way to lessen some of your own anxiety 
and for others it will be a way to celebrate the first day of school with your child as they try something 
new on their own.  A little something to eat, or a nice walk, or a quick nap sounds pretty good right now. 
  
Welcome to In-Person Learning at Audubon Elementary! 
  
Sincerely, 
J. ‘Kimo’ Spray, Principal 
 


